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"TAKE COURAGE!

I HAVE OVERCOME THE WORLD.”
JOHN 16:33

World Youth Day is much more than an overseas trip.
It is an invitation to join hundreds of thousands of
young Catholics from around the world in a
pilgrimage of faith with the Holy Father and the
universal Church.

Our pilgrimage will begin in Vietham before travelling
to South Korea for the official World Youth Day
celebrations in Seoul. Along the way, you'll encounter
different cultures, deepen your faith, make lifelong
friendships and return home inspired to live as a
missionary disciple.

Whether you're a World Youth Day veteran or you've
dreamed of attending World Youth Day for years (or
even if you only found out about it today), we invite
you to prayerfully consider joining us.

Please note - everything contained in this
info pack is subject to change as pilgrimage
organisers continue to plan. By expressing
interest or applying, you'll receive the most
\ up to date information possible.
\




WHAT IS
WORLD YOUTH DAY?

World Youth Day (WYD) was established by St John Paul Il
in 1986 as a way of bringing young Catholics together from
every nation.

Held every three or four years in a different country, World
Youth Day includes:

e Prayer and worship

e Daily Mass and the Sacraments

e Catechesis with bishops from around the world

e Cultural festivals and performances

e Opportunities for service and encounter

e The Way of the Cross

e A prayer vigil with the Pope

» The Closing Mass attended by hundreds of thousands,
and often millions, of pilgrims

While the gathering itself lasts less than a week, World
Youth Day is designed to be a pilgrimage rather than
simply an event. Preparation begins months before
departure and continues long after returning home.




WHY ARE WE GOING?

WE ARE TRAVELLING AS
PILGRIMS, NOT TOURISTS.

Our pilgrimage has three key purposes:

through prayer, the sacraments, pilgrimage

To encounter Jesus Christ more deeply
1 and the witness of the universal Church.

Experience communion with the universal Church
by worshipping alongside young Catholics from
every continent and discovering what it

truly means to belong to the Body of Christ.

inspired to share the Gospel within our

3 Return on mission, renewed, equipped and
Diocese, parishes, schools and communities.
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OUR PILGRIMAGE

Rather than travelling directly to Korea, our
pilgrimage will begin in Vietnam, allowing us to
experience one of the fastest-growing Catholic

communities in the world.

During our time in Vietham, we expect to:

» Stay with local Catholic families
 Experience parish life

o Celebrate Mass together

e Learn about Vietnamese faith and culture

« Participate in service opportunities

 Visit important pilgrimage sites

« Build friendships with local young Catholics

Following Vietnam, we will travel to Seoul, South
Korea, where after a few days. we will join
pilgrims from across the world for the official
World Youth Day celebrations (as detailed on the
previous pages.)




ONE PILGRIMAGE
THREE STAGES

19 JULY . DEPART CHRISTCHURCH

VIETNAM
20-31

JULY Receive hospitality
Live with the local Church
Serve and pray at La Vang

o @ KOREA
-2 AUG

Walk with the martyrs
Prepare to enter Seoul

WORLD YOUTH DAY
38 av0 @

Gather with the universal Church
Be sent home on mission

These dates are subject to
change based on flight
availiability/prices.




STAGE ONE JULY JULY
20 )| [ 31]

Our first stage of pilgrimage is about receiving.

We'll enter the life of the local Church with gratitude,
humility and openness, receiving hospitality, listening
before acting, honouring local leadership and learning from
one of Asia's most vibrant Catholic communities.

During this time, we’'ll stay in a mix of hotels, but primarily
with local families.

We'll celebrate Mass together, build friendships with
Vietnamese young adults, participate in parish life, visit the
National Marian Shrine of Our Lady of La Vang and
experience the beauty of Vietnam's people, culture and
natural environment.
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STAGE TWO JULY
KOREA 31

AUGUST
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Before entering Seoul, we'll spend time reflecting on the
remarkable story of the Catholic Church in Korea. Unlike
many countries, the faith first spread through lay people
before missionaries arrived, and generations of Korean
Catholics remained faithful despite severe persecution.

By visiting places associated with St Andrew Kim Tae-gon
and the Korean martyrs, we'll prepare spiritually for World
Youth Day by reflecting on courage, vocation and faithful

discipleship.
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STAGE THREE AUGUST AUGUST
SEOU 03 08

TUES 3RD OPENING MASS
WEDS 4TH CATECHESIS AND YOUTH
FESTIVAL
THURS 5TH PAPAL WELCOME
FRI 6TH WAY OF THE CROSS
PILGRIM WALK AND
SAT 7TH
OVERNIGHT VIGIL
SUN 8TH CLOSING MASS
MON 9TH DEPART FOR HOME




WHO CAN APPLY?

Applications are open to young adults from the
Catholic Dioceses of Christchurch and Dunedin who
are:
e Aged 18-35 years as at 1 April 2027
e Willing to actively participate in pilgrimage
preparation
 If you fall outside the age range (or Dioceses) but
believe you have a particular reason for applying,
please contact us to discuss your circumstances.

DATES

The pilgrimage will take approximately 20 days during
July-August 2027. We expect to leave around 19 July
and return on 9 August.

Official World Youth Day celebrations take place from
3-8 August 2027.

Final travel dates will be confirmed once flights and
pilgrimage arrangements have been finalised.




WHO IS ORGANISING THIS
PILGRIMAGE?

The Christchurch and Dunedin pilgrimage is being
organised by Michael-Therese Scheerger CCSJ
alongside the Catholic Youth Team (CYT) of the

Diocese of Christchurch, while including pilgrims from
the Diocese of Dunedin.

For World Youth Day 2027, New Zealand's six dioceses
are travelling in three pilgrimage groups: Auckland
and Hamilton (led by Auckland), Palmerston North

and Wellington (led by Palmerston North), and

Christchurch and Dunedin (led by Christchurch). This

model allows each pilgrimage group to provide
formation, pastoral care and logistics tailored to its
pilgrims, before, during and after World Youth Day.

Fr Michael-Therese leads the planning and delivery of
the pilgrimage experience. He is supported by a
dedicated planning team, while CYT oversees
applications, finances, and participant contact,
primarily through Mark Currie - the CYT lead.
Together, they are working to provide a safe, well-
organised and faith-filled pilgrimage for all

participants.




PREPARATION

World Youth Day begins long before the plane leaves New
Zealand.

Pilgrims will participate in regular preparation gatherings
throughout 2026 and 2027, including:

« Monthly formation evenings

» Prayer and spiritual formation

o Small group community

o Fundraising opportunities

o Practical travel preparation

o A pilgrimage retreat - this will be a live-in weekend.

« Commissioning Mass before departure

These gatherings are an essential part of the pilgrimage
experience and help build the community that will travel
together and hence are compulsory.

WHAT SHOULD I EXPECT?

World Youth Day is an unforgettable experience, but it is
also physically and spiritually demanding.

Pilgrims should be prepared for:
« Long days
e Large crowds
« Significant walking
o« Summer heat and humidity
o Simple accommodation at times
» Flexible schedules
« A spirit of patience and service

The most rewarding pilgrims are those who come with
open hearts, flexible attitudes and a willingness to embrace
the unexpected.



COST
AND PAYMENT SCHEDULE

The expected cost is:

Approximately NZ$5,000-$7,000

This estimate includes most major pilgrimage costs,
including international travel, accommodation,
official World Youth Day registration, transport
throughout the pilgrimage and travel insurance.

The exact price will depend on:
e Airfares
o Official WYD package pricing
e« Exchange rates
e Final accommodation arrangements

With your application, you'll make a deposit of $250
(+ booking fees) which is refundable if you are
unable to join the pilgrimage.

The remaining balance will be paid through
instalments of $1500, with final payment expected
approximately three months before departure.

A confirmed payment schedule will be provided
once costs have been finalised.




FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

CAN | ONLY ATTEND THE KOREA PORTION?

Only in exceptional circumstances, such as unavoidable
work or study commitments. Going directly to Korea is
unlikely to significantly reduce the overall cost.

CAN | TRAVEL BEFORE OR AFTER THE PILGRIMAGE?

Independent travel is possible after the pilgrimage
concludes, but will be entirely at your own expense and
must be organised separately.

HOW MANY PILGRIMS ARE YOU TAKING?

We hope to take between 50 and 100 pilgrims across both
dioceses, although final numbers will depend on
applications and logistics.

WILL WE MEET PILGRIMS FROM OTHER DIOCESES?

Yes. At a minimum, we'll participate in official World
Youth Day events alongside pilgrims from across New
Zealand and around the world.




TRAVEL REQUIREMENTS

Further details will be confirmed closer to departure,
however pilgrims should expect to require:
e A passport valid for at least six months after
returning to New Zealand
e A visa (or e-visa) for Vietham
e Any required entry documentation for South Korea
e Medical information for travel insurance purposes

Travel insurance will be arranged as part of the
pilgrimage.

APPLY NOW

Applications are now open and will close at the end of
September 2026.

Visit: cyt.org.nz/worldyouthday
Deposit: $250 (+ booking fees)

We encourage you to:
* Pray about this opportunity.
e Talk with your family and parish.
e Ask us any questions.
e Submit your application early.

Please note - everything
contained in this info pack is
subject to change as pilgrimage
organisers continue to plan. By

expressing interest or applying,
you'll receive the most up to date
information possible.




P

QUESTIONS?

In the first instance,
please contact Mark

at the CYT office via
worldyouthday@cdoc.nz

The most up-to-date
info can be found at
www.cyt.org.nz/wyd
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